Student Peace Awards of Frederick County
2015-2016

(In alphabetical order of high schools)
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Luca Riitano has always shown great compassion and respect for faculty and his fellow classmates at Brunswick High School. He is part of the “Rachel's Challenge” club, which works to “motivate, educate, and bring positive change to many young people.” This year he organized a Dress Donation Drive for Homecoming and problem-solved how to make it easier for girls to purchase affordable dresses to avoid embarrassment. He promoted “Kindness Week” to encourage new friendships and positive interactions. He tends to be the peacemaker in any group, encouraging friends to find peaceful solutions to conflicts.  As a Student Service Learning activity, he assists students with focus and encourages peace in the classroom. On the soccer field, he is a calming influence when a bad call is made. He tries to see conflict from the other person’s perspective and helps others see that we are all human and mistakes happen. As class president, Luca resolves conflicts and brings the school together in harmony. He worked hard to negotiate differences around theme and t-shirt design in preparation for Homecoming, and at the Homecoming Pep-Rally was outgoing, exuberant, and encouraging. He always seeks to promote school community and respect for all.  Selected Charity: Doctors Without Borders
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Nasreen Gooya was selected as the Student Peace Award recipient for Frederick High School because of her work as a member of the Model United Nations. She is a leader in assisting others and doing her best to change the world. Participation in the Model UN made Nasreen aware of local needs, and inspired her to make a difference globally as well. One passion of hers has been the Malala Foundation, which works to provide education for young women in developing countries.  She has a heartfelt commitment to helping others in need. As part of the Model UN, Nasreen has used her fundraising skills to enable those who are less fortunate to partake in opportunities they would have missed. Her work on the Model UN included fundraising, soliciting for silent auction donations, and participating in Cinderella’s Closet. She is now the Frederick High School Model UN Fundraising Chair. Nasreen is making a difference in the lives of others and is our top choice for a Student Peace Award of Frederick County.  Selected Charity: Malala Foundation
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Friends Meeting School is proud to nominate a student-led club as our Peace Award winner this year. GLOW stands for "Gay, Lesbian, or Whatever" and acts as a safe space for students who want to discuss LGBT concerns. Last year the group spent a great deal of time discussing vocabulary, history, and current issues faced by people who do not fit into the "heteronormative" narrative. To promote a more open community, the students worked this year and last on posters to bring awareness of how language can be insensitive, even if it wasn't meant in that way. The group has shared quotes promoting peace for all, and has raised awareness about the violence faced by many in the transgender community. Currently they are working to put in place a question box to further open the discussion to those who do not come to the meetings, and advocating for a gender neutral bathroom at the school. They recently participated in a national day of silence to bring awareness to the silence many in the queer community are forced to endure.  Selected Charity: National LGBTQ Task Force 
Noah Ismael, Linganore High School
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Noah Ismael has been involved in many projects throughout his high school career, but there is one I would like to highlight for this award.  “Every 15 Minutes” is a project that teaches about the impact on a school community of a drunken driving crash with fatalities. As a junior, Noah set out to bring the program to Linganore with the sponsorship of the Student Government Association. He recruited students, staff, and community members to serve on a planning committee that met twice a month. He led the meetings, from developing the agenda to providing minutes with assigned follow-up tasks. The event took place in April 2015 over a two-day period. It involved staging a crash scene involving four students in two cars, with emergency response. County sheriff deputies did field sobriety checks and arrested one student for impaired driving. During the rest of the day, one student was removed from the school population every 15 minutes to represent the loss of life due to distracted and/or impaired driving. These students were sequestered until the end of the school day when they were taken to a retreat center for an overnight event of reflection and team building.

When the sequestered students returned to school the next morning, there was an assembly where the juniors and seniors were shown a video of the events following the crash. The video included the notification of one fatality's parent, the trial of the impaired driver, and the sentencing of the driver. Noah had arranged for the taping of these events with the New Market Volunteer Fire Department and the Frederick County Courthouse. Maryland District Court Judge Janice Ambrose presided over the court proceeding for the video and the guest speaker at the second assembly was the victim of a drunk driver as a teenager. This was the most impactful event to raise awareness of impaired driving that I have witnessed in my 15 years in education and all of the details for the two-day event were coordinated by Noah Ismael. (Renata Emery, School Counselor)  Selected Charity: American Cancer Society
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We at Maryland School for the Deaf, would like to nominate Jihad Johnson for the 2015-2016 Student Peace Award of Frederick County. Jihad is one of the Student Leaders, who have been selected to serve the school throughout the year with any activities needing student involvement. Student Leaders also are available as mentors for our students from Kindergarten to 12th grade. Jihad is one of our best Student Leaders. He is very dedicated and committed to the Student Leader Program and is devoted to his classmates in the senior class. He is well liked by his peers and by the Faculty here at MSD. He always has a huge smile on his face. He is friendly to everyone, and yet takes time to educate others about life’s challenges and being positive overall. He is a great role model and often has good advice to offer, and has a huge influence on others whenever they are around him. He is always willing to help others and often stops by to see if there is anything that he may be able to assist with. He has wonderful social skills and always thinks of others. Jihad has worked hard to get where he is today. His wonderful social skills, his ability to get along with everyone, his kindness and concern for others, make him a very special part of the MSD community.  Selected Charity: MSD Foundation
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Alison Miller is a kind, compassionate student who makes difference at Middletown High School every day. In addition to being a gifted, intelligent student, Alison reaches out to other people to support positive, fair treatment of all. Last year, she was selected as one of three juniors to participate in a “Rachel’s Challenge” Training that promotes kindness throughout the world. Alison returned to Middletown ready to make changes in the high school. One of her projects is a brand new club called “MHS RAK” (Middletown High School – Random Acts of Kindness), where she serves as president. Alison implemented the RAK club with the lofty goal of making a positive difference, and under her leadership the club has completed a variety of projects. She and other students greeted and handed out smiley face stickers to students walking through the doors on World Kindness Day (November 13, 2015). She organized a drive to leave positive sticky notes around the school, reminding everyone that they are an important part of the school and world. Alison’s compassion for others and genuine altruism distinguishes her from other students. She looks for the best in everyone, and always wants to help.  Selected Charity: American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
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Oakdale High School is pleased to nominate Samuel Downs for a Student Peace Award. He can always be counted on to look for the greater good of the community he is in. As part of group work in the classroom, he mediates between students advocating different approaches and brings people together. As a tutor for students who are struggling in math, he demonstrates patience, kindness, and an incredible eagerness to help others. For three years, Sam has been part of the Oakdale High School Unified Tennis Team, a Special Olympics program that brings people with and without intellectual disabilities together on the same team to compete. As a member of the team, Sam has developed outstanding relationships with all students. Each year he has had a different partner with a disability and he always encourages and motivates his partner and the team to do their best on and off the court. Sam is enthusiastic and competitive, yet understanding. In addition, Sam helped raise money for Special Olympics by participating in the 2015 Cool Schools Polar Plunge. He was part of a team that helped raise over $700 for Special Olympics Maryland and took the “plunge” in the chilly waters of the Chesapeake Bay. Sam utilizes his abilities and talents both toward achieving his personal goals and to make life better for those around him.  Selected Charity: One Acre Fund
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Ritchie Anne Young has participated in the high school’s show choir since she was a freshman, and as a senior earned the position of Student Director. This position comes with a wide variety of responsibilities including assisting the teacher, leading the group when he is not present, making sure the leadership team members are all on the same page, and ensuring there is minimal conflict within the group.  In this role, she has shown herself to be an outstanding mediator, problem solver, and leader. She counsels others on the leadership team about effective leadership, and brings them together as necessary to resolve issues of miscommunication and conflicts. When two of her friends got into a loud fight before a rehearsal, she took them aside. “I told them to stop yelling and interrupting each one another,” she wrote, “explaining that only one person can speak at a time. I stood there while they sat and talked out their problems peacefully, rather than just screaming at each other in front of the whole class. Eventually, we went back into the room and joined rehearsal.” Ritchie Anne loves the diversity in the choir, and feels that she has learned a great deal about bridging gaps and putting out fires by seeing how people in the group act and react to each other. The messages they convey in the music they make together make it all worthwhile.  Selected Charity: St. Baldrick’s Foundation 



Presley Chaney, Urbana High School
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Throughout high school Presley Chaney has been involved in activities that have enriched the culture of Urbana High School and the surrounding community. She strives to educate children and teens in the community to overcome stereotypes and set positive goals. She has volunteered in the Montgomery County Police Explorers Program, which teaches children and teens about leadership. Presley serves as sergeant to her own squad of students as part of the “Heroes and Helpers” project, which provides underprivileged children an opportunity to accompany students on a holiday visit to local stores and businesses to purchase gifts for themselves and their families that they could not otherwise afford. Presley has also volunteered at Bedford Court Assisted Living facility in Olney, to distribute roses and provide companionship to elderly residents. As a senior, Presley has volunteered her time to train peers in physical fitness, staying after school to assist them in training and reaching fitness goals. Presley strives to be the best person she can be and consistently engages with her peers and community to promote understanding and a positive environment for everyone.  Selected Charity:  HEROES, Inc.
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